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Little Red Feather grows
from Singletary’s success
Billy Koch’s partnership group has A-list clients, widening focus five years after launch  by Jeff Lowe 
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Growing operation: Singletary, upset winner of the
2004 NetJets Breeders’ Cup Mile at Lone Star Park
under David Flores, is the poster horse for the Little
Red Feather Racing operation that includes such
prominent and well-known partners as rapper Jay-Z,
New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady, and
ESPN broadcasters Kenny Mayne and Jim Rome
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IVE years ago, Billy Koch
struggled to find takers when
he asked just about every-
one he knew to join his new

syndicate, Little Red Feather Racing,
in Southern California.  

One of three horses in Koch’s sec-
ond partnership turned out to be Sin-
gletary, who incited a raucous
celebration at Lone Star Park in 2004
when he won the $1,540,560 NetJets
Breeders’ Cup Mile (G1). 

Today, Little Red Feather has
reached its 29th partnership, and its
clients now include New York Mets
catcher Paul Lo Duca, New England
Patriots quarterback Tom Brady,
ESPN broadcaster Kenny Mayne, and
rapper Jay-Z.

The group made a conspicuous
debut at Saratoga Race Course in
August when Cleveland Cavaliers all-
star forward LeBron James accom-
panied his business manager, Little
Red Feather partner Maverick Carter,
to watch Guts Game run in an optional
claiming race for New York-breds.

“I have a great picture of LeBron
and [jockey] Kent Desormeaux,” Koch
said on September 24. “It was the cra-
ziest day I’ve ever had. We’re trying
to get these guys in and get them to
the track, because it’s great for rac-
ing. They don’t have a concept of how
badly racing needs this kind of thing.”

Koch has made a staggering climb
in a short period from hitting up his
friends to rubbing shoulders with A-
list clients, but he still exudes a very
broad passion for the racing industry
that stems from his childhood. Koch
is the grandson of Howard W. Koch,
who raced horses and was a promi-
nent Hollywood producer and di-
rector.

“In the old days, that’s why they
called it Hollywood Park, because
it was all Hollywood people,” Koch
said. “My grandfather was a big-
time Hollywood producer, and all
of his buddies would go to the track
on the weekends or if they had a
horse running. They would leave
movie sets to go watch the races.” 

Seed planted
As a child, Koch’s favorite horse

was Telly’s Pop, a four-time graded
stakes winner whom his grandfa-
ther owned in the mid-1970s with
actor Telly Savalas.

“They have pictures of me at the
races when I was five and six years
old with flowers around my neck,”
Koch said. “All my clothes were
blue and white like our silks, and
I couldn’t sleep the night before
his races. It’s kind of like I’ve been
an owner since I was six years old.
I’ve gotten to experience this adren-

aline rush that you get at the track be-
fore, during, and after the race that, if
you could bottle it, you’d be a billion-
aire. Really, that’s what it’s all about.”

Not surprisingly, Koch places an
emphasis on the live racing experi-

ence for his clients, which has molded
Little Red Feather’s expansion to the
East Coast over the last year. 

The stable currently has 18 horses
in training, and eight of them are di-
vided among trainers David Duggan

at Belmont Park, John Servis at
Philadelphia Park, and Marty Wolf-
son at Calder Race Course.

“My goal is to get people to the
track,” Koch said. “That’s the only
way to get people excited about horse
racing. I realized that people who in-
vest in a horse in California that live
in New York, it just doesn’t work out
that well. People who live in New York
want to go to the track there, and I
want them to go to the track there
and see their horses and feel what’s
going on. There is so much energy
when you go to the track and see your
horse run. It becomes tangible.”

One of Little Red Feather’s investors
in Philadelphia and New York is Bob
Brittingham, who was one of the five
partners in the Cash is King stable

that raced 2005 champion
three-year-old male and dual
classic winner Afleet Alex.

Brittingham met Koch and
some of the other Singletary
partners at the 2004 Breeders’
Cup at Lone Star. Singletary’s
victory came the same day
Afleet Alex finished second in
the Bessemer Trust Breeders’
Cup Juvenile (G1). 

“I still remember and they
still show it [on TVG] most of

F

Early interest: Little Red Feather Racing Managing
Partner Billy Koch (right) developed his passion for
Thoroughbred racing as a small boy when he
attended the races with his grandfather, prominent
Hollywood producer Howard W. Koch, to watch such
stars as multiple graded stakes winner Telly’s Pop.
Young Billy (center) holds his grandfather’s hand after
a Telly’s Pop win at Del Mar in above photo
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continued on page 40
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CALIFORNIA
BY 2007 EARNINGS

BERTRANDO, 89, Skywalker; River Edge Farm $12,500 143/74 (52%) 7/7 Shaggy Mane, $275,188 $3,289,214 11 739 530 (72%) 364 (49%) 43 6.94 $57,697
DEPUTY COMMANDER, 94, Deputy Minister; Ballena Vista Farm 7,500 161/65 (40%) 1/2 Plaid, 166,150 2,754,375 6 458 334 (73%) 192 (42%) 14 7.79 54,937
SWISS YODELER, 94, Eastern Echo; Pepper Oaks Farm 10,000 184/85 (46%) 2/3 Yodelen Dan, 120,726 2,711,299 6 415 311 (75%) 213 (51%) 18 6.25 46,733
IN EXCESS (Ire), 87, Siberian Express; Vessels Stallion Farm (MF20,000) 117/62 (53%) 3/5 Notional, 460,000 2,708,305 12 713 467 (65%) 343 (48%) 48 6.33 67,290
SEA OF SECRETS, 95, Storm Cat; Ballena Vista Farm 5,000 142/79 (56%) 5/5 Seaside Affair, 189,186 2,577,098 5 256 197 (77%) 142 (55%) 12 6.43 39,845

SALT LAKE, 89, Deputy Minister; Golden Eagle Farm 12,500 181/90 (50%) 4/4 Hold the Salt, 108,174 2,462,385 12 1,032 773 (75%) 596 (58%) 55 6.27 58,122
UNUSUAL HEAT, 90, Nureyev; Old English Rancho 12,500 102/46 (45%) 3/3 Unusual Suspect, 170,180 2,399,188 7 300 171 (57%) 111 (37%) 9 7.13 63,828
GAME PLAN, 93, Danzig; E. A. Ranches 3,500 93/49 (53%) 4/5 Mistical Plan, 421,569 1,872,125 8 291 218 (75%) 168 (58%) 20 6.50 38,445
VALID WAGER, 92, Valid Appeal; Dead 134/65 (49%) 2/2 Valid’s Valid, 141,535 1,859,270 8 399 291 (73%) 220 (55%) 14 6.49 50,019
BENCHMARK, 91, Alydar; River Edge Farm 10,000 118/56 (47%) 5/5 Idiot Proof, 223,136 1,817,777 6 359 215 (60%) 151 (42%) 17 6.68 51,228

CEE’S TIZZY, 87, Relaunch; Harris Farms 7,500 100/50 (50%) 5/5 Tiz Elemental, 201,800 1,808,723 14 605 391 (65%) 281 (46%) 32 6.72 75,945
LORD CARSON, 92, Carson City; Dead 128/70 (55%) 4/6 Camela Carson, 129,260 1,773,867 8 441 321 (73%) 259 (59%) 21 6.16 49,160
MEMO (Chi), 87, =Mocito Guapo (Arg); Ridgeley Farm 6,000 76/35 (46%) 4/4 McCann’s Mojave, 625,000 1,698,217 10 433 260 (60%) 182 (42%) 25 6.11 57,422
FORMAL GOLD, 93, Black Tie Affair (Ire); Rancho San Miguel 5,000 102/50 (49%) 3/4 Adore the Gold, 111,000 1,664,212 6 300 236 (79%) 186 (62%) 16 6.88 53,327
OLD TOPPER, 95, Gilded Time; Tommy Town Thoroughbreds LLC 6,000 94/51 (54%) 4/6 Topper Shopper, 129,590 1,593,419 4 187 131 (70%) 97 (52%) 9 6.60 40,305

KISSIN KRIS, 90, Kris S.; Tommy Town Thoroughbreds LLC 5,000 85/37 (44%) 2/3 Delightful Kiss, 465,237 1,408,515 9 414 338 (82%) 224 (54%) 13 7.57 49,109
SOUVENIR COPY, 95, Mr. Prospector N/A 90/50 (56%) 2/2 Souvenir Slew, 199,715 1,396,600 6 365 266 (73%) 202 (55%) 11 6.40 43,087
LIT DE JUSTICE, 90, El Gran Senor; Magali Farms 6,000 87/45 (52%) 1/1 Bestdressed, 84,160 1,330,086 8 323 246 (76%) 186 (58%) 14 6.59 63,665
BEAU GENIUS, 85, Bold Ruckus; Ballena Vista Farm 4,000 109/53 (49%) 4/6 Ivy League Genius, 114,922 1,266,510 14 684 524 (77%) 396 (58%) 34 7.00 58,634
ROAR, 93, Forty Niner; Rancho San Miguel 7,500 95/40 (42%) 2/3 Wayzata Bay, 126,400 1,256,959 8 575 433 (75%) 333 (58%) 40 6.58 44,935

The accompanying state sire lists represent racing in the current year, plus lifetime statistics for all foals of racing age for each sire. Sires are reported by state where stands regardless of where runners were bred. To be 
considered for inclusion is any sire who is currently standing at stud or had last stood in that state if the sire has been pensioned or is dead. (If pensioned or is dead, the sire will be included if his youngest foals are age three
or younger.) The statistics are inclusive of all racing in the United States, Canada, Puerto Rico, England, Ireland, France, Italy, Germany, Australia, Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Hong Kong, Saudi Arabia, Japan, and Dubai. 

Current year Lifetime

Avg.
2007 SWs/ Progeny winning

STALLION, YOB, sire; farm where stands Stud fee Strs/Wnrs StWins Leading earner, earnings earnings Crops Fls Strs Winners SWs dist. Per runner

Leading sires by
state-bred 2007

progeny earnings

Arizona
Total

Strs Wnrs SWs Earnings
Benton Creek 46 18 2 $279,071
†Society Max 25 11 1 255,860
Chanate 44 20 0 252,350
Midnight Royalty 24 12 3 180,843
Reversal 9 5 1 121,320
Buck Strider 28 10 0 119,819
In Excess (Ire) 3 2 1 102,344
Barricade 17 9 0 99,744
Al Ghazi 17 8 0 81,739
Relaunch a Tune 11 6 0 78,225
Hollywood Reporter 7 5 0 68,852
•Big Sky Chester 11 5 0 60,313
Sideburn 14 5 0 55,488
Snowbound 15 5 1 55,355
Fruition 2 2 0 52,028
Swiss Yodeler 3 2 0 45,423
Chopin 10 4 1 44,423
Red 4 1 1 41,802
Amigo Menor (Ire) 4 1 0 40,708
Beau Genius 3 2 0 39,274
Chancery Court 10 4 0 38,857
Devon Lane 4 2 1 36,834
Honour and Glory 1 1 0 33,572
•Fool the Experts 5 4 0 32,043
Perforce 6 4 0 30,688

California
Total

Strs Wnrs SWs Earnings
Bertrando 134 71 7 $3,085,817
Swiss Yodeler 173 79 1 2,495,743
In Excess (Ire) 104 53 2 2,433,151
Unusual Heat 101 45 3 2,382,048
Benchmark 111 51 5 1,763,032
Memo (Chi) 63 31 4 1,667,717
Cee’s Tizzy 93 46 4 1,628,383
†Valid Wager 102 57 2 1,595,825
Old Topper 89 48 4 1,552,552
Game Plan 52 26 4 1,530,414
Slew City Slew 2 2 1 1,417,240
Tribal Rule 38 20 4 1,183,277
†General Meeting 61 27 2 1,167,508
Devon Lane 35 21 2 1,101,735
High Brite 96 55 1 1,073,347
Perfect Mandate 41 21 4 871,408
•Silver Hawk 1 1 1 863,460
Siberian Summer 58 29 2 860,535
Event of the Year 62 32 0 859,971
Dance Floor 41 19 5 747,950
•Lil Tyler 33 18 1 735,423
†Smokester 55 25 0 732,480
Beau Genius 68 29 2 708,498
Olympio 48 27 1 675,326
Helmsman 59 29 1 668,253

Colorado
Total

Strs Wnrs SWs Earnings
Oliver’s Twist 25 14 2 $145,014
Cash Deposit 31 13 0 128,623
Kennedy Factor 16 9 1 127,569
Twining 1 1 1 92,891
Distorted Humor 2 2 1 90,292
Coverallbases 6 3 1 75,622
Pioneering 1 1 1 70,040
Bright Launch 2 1 1 61,249
†Slewacide 1 1 1 55,292
Crafty Harold 9 5 0 50,900
Basic Rate 11 6 0 46,899
Seattle Sleet 1 1 1 41,670
Tribal Rule 1 1 0 40,880
Lion Hearted 1 1 0 36,481
Evansville Slew 4 2 1 35,913
Cobra King 2 1 0 29,783
Chief Seattle 1 1 0 28,445
A Man of Class 7 1 0 25,081
†Dr. Messina 4 2 0 24,569
Pleasant Tap 1 1 0 23,770
•Capote’s Prospect 2 1 0 23,305
Woody Win 3 2 0 22,529
Eishin Masamune (Jpn)11 3 0 19,549
Montbrook 1 1 0 19,260



the race days, the Little Red Feather
people jumping around like idiots out
on the deck [at Lone Star after Sin-
gletary won],” said Brittingham, who
lives in Collegeville, Pennsylvania. “I
love their enthusiasm about the sport.
A couple of friends of mine had asked
me about going in on some horses,
and Billy and Little Red Feather were
perfect.

“With [Afleet Alex’s success], we
got more into the breeding side of
things,” Brittingham continued. “I’m
busy with that, and my wife owns two
real estate companies, so I’m busy
helping her. I didn’t need [to deal with]
the day-to-day operations of running
horses. Billy is a perfect communi-

Coming to stand in 2008

Summer Squall—Overturned, by Wavering Monarch

Versatile Saratoga GSW, winner on 
dirt & turf, from 6.5 to 9 furlongs

$4,000 LF

A.P. Indy—Coldheartedcat, by Storm Cat

Winner of nearly $100,000 at 
Churchill, Gulfstream, Arlington, etc. 

Fee: TBD

Storm Cat—Miss Iron Smoke, by Iron Constitution

Santa Anita stakes performer, 
siring 82% winners from starters

$3,000 LF

Reflected Glory—Miss Snowflake, by Snow Sporting

G1 winner at 2, 3, and 4, with 
$5.6-million in progeny earnings 

Fee: Private

Contact Joe Tevis at (805) 674-6516
5750 Geneseo Road • Paso Robles, CA 93446

Ph: (805) 239-1181 • Fax: (805) 238-7048 • www.eagleoakranch.com
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ENTHUSIASM poured
through the radio on
October 1 when, de-
spite a busy sports
weekend, nationally
syndicated sports talk
host Jim Rome talked
about Thoroughbred
ownership on his
show.

As a member of Lit-
tle Red Feather Rac-
ing, Rome owns part
of Wing Forward (Arg),
who won his North
American racing debut two days ear-
lier. The three-year-old Arch colt rallied
from last in the field of 12 to win a

one-mile turf allowance
race by a neck at Oak
Tree at Santa Anita Park
at odds of 14.50-to-1.

“It was one of the
most amazing experi-
ences I’ve ever had,”
Rome told his listen-
ers. Rome, who has of-
fered more horse racing
coverage on his radio
show than most na-
tional hosts, said he
has considered horse
ownership for years.

Billy Koch, managing partner of Lit-
tle Red Feather, approached Rome
about Wing Forward, and the host

of “The Jungle” took the plunge.
“It’s something I’ve always wanted

to do,” Rome said. “I talked it over
with my wife, Janet, and she was en-
thusiastic about doing this.” Koch
joined Rome on the show, and the two
talked about the joys of winning a Thor-
oughbred race. “Because it’s so tough
to win, any time you win it’s exciting,”
said Koch, whose Little Red Feather
Racing campaigned 2004 NetJets
Breeders’ Cup Mile (G1) winner Sin-
gletary. “You get that feeling every sin-
gle time.”

Rome said he thoroughly enjoyed
the day of racing, especially walking
into the paddock, meeting the other
syndicate owners, trainer Mike Puype,

and jockey Jose Valdivia Jr. He admit-
ted to having some doubts when Wing
Forward was last through a half-mile
in :48.05.

Always a fan of horse racing, Rome
has joked over the years about it being
more of a gambling venture than a
sport. His mind has changed. “I really
had an epiphany,” Rome said. “It’s
such a great experience. I was all fired
up.”

Koch credited Puype with discover-
ing the horse in Argentina, where he
finished second in his debut and won
his second start. He also credited
Puype’s patience as a key for Wing
Forward’s successful North American
debut.—Frank Angst

RED FEATHER from page 39

Rome burns with enthusiasm over Little Red Feather winner

Leading sires by
state-bred 2007

progeny earnings

Idaho
Total

Strs Wnrs SWs Earnings
Suave Prospect 1 1 1 $93,000
T. U. Slew 3 2 2 75,784
Cobra King 1 1 0 63,849
Lyphaness 2 2 0 52,900
Renteria 14 5 2 50,699
Silent Generation 6 2 1 50,054
Kings Blood (Ire) 11 5 0 46,766
Western Fame 1 1 0 46,168
†Ambivalent 1 1 1 44,438
Home Run Trot 9 4 1 42,279
Brilliant Blue 4 2 1 33,600
◆Freespool 1 1 1 33,250
†Coastal Voyage 6 2 1 30,322
Game Plan 5 3 0 29,951
•The Elfee Child 1 1 0 29,352
Hey Rob 8 5 0 26,011
†Chisos 8 1 0 22,940
†Fly So Free 1 1 0 21,195
†Bustopher Jones 7 4 0 20,864
Sebrof 9 5 0 20,193
Distinctive Cat 1 1 1 20,154
Reversal 4 0 0 18,796
Baquero 2 2 0 18,636
†Four Seasons (GB) 2 2 1 17,886
Fruition 2 2 0 17,408
Journey’s End 1 1 0 16,558

Montana
Total

Strs Wnrs SWs Earnings
†Slewdledo 5 4 0 $83,883
◆D’wildcat 1 1 1 81,320
Global View 1 1 0 46,000
†Black Mackee 4 3 0 35,527
†Tychonic (GB) 1 1 0 26,831
Western Fame 1 0 0 26,750
Son’s Corona 6 2 0 25,856
•Personable Joe 4 3 0 21,029
Grey West 4 2 0 20,560
All Storm 1 0 0 19,336
Khalsa 5 3 0 17,281
Unbridled Desire 2 1 0 17,120
Mariner 3 1 1 15,434
Signoretto (Fr) 9 0 0 11,915
White Tie Tryst 2 1 0 11,420
Perry Road 7 3 1 9,215
•Twig n’ Berries 3 1 0 8,970
Ihtimam 1 1 0 8,330
†Tres Hombres 1 1 0 8,037
Game Plan 1 1 0 7,839
Double Dewars 2 0 0 4,888
Snowbound 2 0 0 4,613
Muldoon 1 1 0 3,889
†Samarid 1 1 0 3,725
Knightly Rapport 1 1 0 3,429
†Montana Rick 1 1 0 2,882

Nevada
Total

Strs Wnrs SWs Earnings
Presidents Summit 1 1 0 $6,248
†Jestic 1 1 0 4,422
†Big Sky Chester 1 0 0 41
Lord Protector 1 0 0 35

Oregon
Total

Strs Wnrs SWs Earnings
Baquero 30 14 1 $127,061
True Confidence 28 13 1 92,714
†Cisco Road 16 11 2 89,133
Ochoco 14 7 1 87,497
Abstract 23 7 0 74,752
†Tiffany Ice 8 5 1 64,629
Cascadian 16 6 1 60,118
Klinsman (Ire) 12 9 0 57,577
†Corslew 4 2 0 57,367
†Gold Meridian 17 7 1 49,793
Ex Marks the Cop 16 7 0 48,129

C
ou

rt
es

y 
of

 E
SP

N



cator. I get e-mails from him every
day, every hour. I talk to him proba-
bly five days a week. I love his en-
thusiasm, love his youth.”

Full-time work
Singletary’s success allowed Koch

to devote full-time attention to Little
Red Feather. He had followed his
grandfather and father into the movie
business, working in visual effects
and for an online production company,
but his heart was at the racetrack.

Koch brought in a high school
friend, entertainment lawyer Gary
Fenton, to oversee Little Red
Feather’s business operations. At
this point, Fenton and Koch are the
stable’s only employees, but that will
probably change with another round

of regional expansion.
Koch is planning to have

horses and clients in Toronto
and Chicago in 2008. 

“In Toronto especially, with
the purses there and me hav-
ing some connections in that
market, I just think it’s a nice
opportunity to bring our prod-
uct there,” he said. “I’ve been
approached by a couple peo-
ple in Chicago who have
groups that would like to get
involved, so we’re going to go
there and kind of set it up.
We’ve had a great experience
in Philadelphia in that we went
in and set it up and bought the
horses and got everyone to-
gether and now we’re having

a good time watching them run.
That’s the whole point of this.

“Needless to say, we haven’t du-
plicated the success we had with
Singletary, and I put a ‘yet’ in there
because we’re going to keep try-
ing, and we’re going to have a lot
of fun doing it.”

Jeff Lowe is a THOROUGHBRED TIMES staff

writer.

Stars of their sports: Jockey
Kent Desormeaux looks up to
Cleveland Cavaliers star forward
LeBron James earlier this year at
Saratoga Race Course when
James came out to watch Little
Red Feather’s Guts Game
compete
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Leading sires by
state-bred 2007

progeny earnings

Oregon (continued)

Total
Strs Wnrs SWs Earnings

He’s Tops 6 4 1 $43,875
Bagshot 8 3 1 42,987
†Danjur 7 7 0 40,418
Superior Success 8 3 0 38,352
†Petersburg 6 3 0 36,459
Crowning Season (GB) 5 2 0 33,249
Cahill Road 4 2 0 33,086
Wild Gold 2 1 0 31,411
Basket Weave 3 2 0 29,344
Midway Magistrate 8 2 0 26,633
Nucay 7 4 0 25,898
Evansville Slew 1 1 0 25,820
◆Capsized 1 1 0 24,200
Can’t Be Slew 4 2 0 20,159
Hunter’s Glory 1 1 0 19,995

Utah
Total

Strs Wnrs SWs Earnings
†Four Seasons (GB) 3 3 0 $23,471
†Rhythm 1 1 0 14,377
Easy N Dirty 2 2 0 13,529
Crystal Gazer 7 2 0 10,269
Dancingintheshower 1 1 0 8,120
Stalwart Boy 2 0 0 5,281
Relagate 1 1 0 5,016
Thunder Falcon 1 1 1 4,680
Tinners Way 1 1 0 4,171
†Classic Chrys 7 0 0 3,908
†Bustopher Jones 2 0 0 3,051
•Simi Dancer 2 0 0 2,876
Albright Avenue 1 0 0 2,828
Royal Twosome 1 0 0 1,810
†Linear 2 1 0 1,800
•Bagdad Road 1 0 0 505
File Away 1 0 0 462
Tail Toss 1 0 0 421
Isnad 3 0 0 379
Rocket Cat 1 0 0 339
Latin American 1 0 0 315
Powerful Venue 1 0 0 286
Ofuscador (BRZ) 1 0 0 152
Roving Soldier 1 0 0 119
H E R E S Tommy 1 0 0 54
Turkomatic 1 0 0 52

Washington
Total

Strs Wnrs SWs Earnings
Cahill Road 62 29 2 $889,869
†Slewdledo 97 41 1 677,227
Free At Last 62 28 4 437,347
Tribunal 27 13 1 380,984
Delineator 30 14 3 363,352
†Petersburg 45 22 0 355,192
He’s Tops 47 24 0 320,730
Basket Weave 45 20 0 316,855
Katowice 28 17 1 299,036
Game Plan 28 15 0 263,760
Flying With Eagles 29 17 1 262,416
Liberty Gold 37 20 0 250,407
Snowbound 43 17 2 249,481
Ihtimam 30 17 1 222,229
Ore Grade 13 12 0 210,395
Defensive Play 19 8 1 196,263
†Jazzing Around 20 11 0 188,483
Stolen Gold 16 8 0 179,132
Matricule 31 10 0 150,935
Lord Charmer 3 2 0 114,274
†Polish Gift 7 3 1 113,917
Tropic Lightning 11 9 1 113,072
†Majesterian 17 6 0 110,512
†Cisco Road 9 6 1 109,274
†Cathedral Bells 7 4 0 106,068
Wild Rush 1 1 1 97,575

Wyoming
Total

Strs Wnrs SWs Earnings
Cup Challenge 1 1 0 $3,340
•Latin Dancer 1 0 0 828
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